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The Australian Bar Association Essential Trial 
Advocacy Course (ETAC) will be held in 
Adelaide from 2-6 July 2018 (inclusive) at the 
Supreme Court, 1 Gouger Street and District 
Court, Sir Samuel Way Building, Victoria Square 
in South Australia.  The ETAC is conducted in 
conjunction with the Western Australian Bar 
Association (WABA) and the South Australian 
Bar Association (SABA).

Curriculum 
__________________________________

The ETAC is designed to cater for new 
barristers starting at the smaller bars in 
Australia.  This is an intensive course which 
follows the ABA’s teaching of advocacy model.  
This model has been used in programmes 
throughout Australia since 2007.  The course 
provides a unique opportunity for participants 
to benefit from intensive and effective training 
provided by an experienced coaching faculty.  
It allows participants to develop their skills by 
practising various aspects of advocacy and to 
experience the challenges and stresses which 
a barrister experiences before and during a 
trial.  Performances are recorded and reviewed 
by a coach and the participant, providing a 
rare opportunity for barristers to receive 
supportive feedback from highly experienced 
and respected barristers.

Participants will be required to prepare a case 
as counsel for one of the parties.

The course will commence on the afternoon 
of Monday, 2 July with a short welcome and 
introduction, followed by some demonstrations 
by the coaches.  Over the following three days, 
participants will be split into small groups, with 
2 to 3 coaches per group.  Each session will 
deal with a different exercise – namely, opening 
addresses, examination, cross-examination, 
closing addresses, and interlocutory 
applications.  Each participant will perform each 
exercise at least once, and the coaches within 
each group will give demonstrations, usually 
after each performance.  The performances 
will be recorded.  After each performance, a 
coach will take the participant into a separate 
room, and they will review the performance, 
with the coach providing further feedback.

At the end of each day, there will be a joint 
session in which a coach will give a talk on 
the following day’s exercise.  There will also 
be demonstrations by two coaches on the 
exercise.

On the final day, there will be a mock trial of 
the entire case.

Welcome



Course Cost
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The cost of the ETAC is $3,500 (GST inclusive).  This includes:

• All course materials;
• Venue and equipment;
• Five nights (ie Monday, 2 July to Friday, 6 July inclusive) accommodation at the Quest King William 

South, 379 King William Street, Adelaide. Breakfast, morning and afternoon tea, lunch, dinner and 
drinks each day of the course;

Alternatively, for South Australian participants who do not wish to take up accommodation, the cost 
will be $2,840 (GST inclusive).

Travel costs to South Australia are additional and are the responsibility of the individual barrister.

From Monday to Thursday, dinners are held for all participants and coaches at restaurants in the 
Adelaide CBD.  A final dinner will be held on Friday.  The dinners are an important feature of the 
course, designed to encourage a collegiate exchange of knowledge.

A course programme and materials will be distributed to participants during June.

Closing Date and Payment
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Registrations close on Friday, 18 May 2018.  Fees may be paid by credit card or cheque (made payable 
to “Australian Bar Association”).

Please post or email your completed registration form including payment and completed practical 
experience questionnaire to:

Kelsey Rissman
E: kelsey.rissman@qldbar.asn.au
T: (07) 3238 5100

ABA Secretariat
Ground Floor, Inns of Court
107 North Quay, Brisbane Qld 4000



 

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE QUESTIONNAIRE 
AUSTRALIAN BAR ASSOCIATION 

ESSENTIAL TRIAL ADVOCACY COURSE 
MONDAY, 2 JULY 2018 to FRIDAY, 6 JULY 2018 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT COMPLETING THIS QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
 This questionnaire is to enable us to group people of similar levels of experience 
 Precise answers are not expected – just general estimates 
 Please email completed questionnaire to:  kelsey.rissman@qldbar.asn.au  

 

GENERAL 

Name  

Mobile  

Date of Admission to Practice  

How long have you been at the Bar? 
 

How much litigation experience did you 
have before coming to the Bar? 

 

CIVIL PRACTICE  

 
How many civil interlocutory applications 
have you conducted as an advocate? 
 

 

How many civil hearings have you been 
involved in as an advocate?  

ADVOCACY  

How many times have you done an 
opening address? 

 

How many times have you done a 
closing address? 

 

How many times have you done an  
examination in chief: 

of a lay witness? of a police witness? 

How many times have you done a  
cross-examination: 

of a lay witness? of a police witness? 

 

mailto:kelsey.rissman@qldbar.asn.au


         
REGISTRATION FORM 

 
Essential Trial Advocacy Course 

Monday 2 July – Friday 6 July 2018 
 

 
 

TAX INVOICE 
 
This document will be a tax invoice for GST 
purposes upon receipt of payment. Please 
keep a copy for your records. 
 

 
     REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
 

Title: .................  First Name: .................................................Surname: ......................................................................... 
 

Chambers:  .................................................................Street Address:.............................................................................. 
 

Postal Address ................................................................................................................................................................. 
 

Phone (Chambers):  .................................................................Mobile: ............................................................................. 
 

Email: ..........................................................................Dietary/special requirements:........................................................ 
 
In which State or Territory do you hold a practising certificate?........................................................................................ 

 

Date of first admission as Barrister and jurisdiction:.......................................................................................................... 
    

    ☐ Privacy: Please advise if you do not wish your details and any photographs taken of you during the Course to be included in the   
          Course materials, provided to sponsors or to receive promotional materials.   

PAYMENT DETAILS 
All payments must be in Australian dollars. Payments may be by cheque made out to “Australian Bar Association”, 
 

or by credit card:   Mastercard   Visa 
 

                

 
Cardholder’s Name: ...................................................................Expiry date: ……………………CCV: …….                   
 
Total: .............................................Signature: ..............................................................D  . ate: ...................................................... 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

   Course Fee Options:  ☐ $3,500 includes:  
 

 All course materials;  
 Venue and equipment; 
 Five nights (i.e. Monday, 2 July to Friday, 6 July 

inclusive) accommodation at Quest King William 
South, 379 King William Street, Adelaide; 

 Breakfast, morning and afternoon tea, lunch, dinner 
and drinks each day of the course 
 

☐  $2,840 This option is for South Australian 
participants who do not wish to take up 
accommodation.  
 

The option includes:  
 

 All course materials;  
 Venue and equipment; 
 Morning and afternoon tea, lunch, dinner and 

drinks each day of the course 
Completed forms and payment in full must be submitted by close of business Friday, 18 May 2018  

Places in the ETAC will be strictly limited to 30 participants. First preference will be given to readers from Western Australia and South Australia. 
Submission of a form and payment of fees does not guarantee registration in the ETAC – confirmation of registration will be confirmed in writing 
to each applicant by 31 May 2018. 

 

WITHDRAWAL AND TRANSFER POLICY 
After 31 May 2018 no monies will be refunded if you withdraw and no transfers in registration will be accepted. In the event that the course is not fully subscribed, 
the ABA reserves the right to cancel the course. In this event, all monies, less a reasonable amount to cover administrative costs, will be refunded. 
The information requested in this form will be used by the course organisers and made available to the coaches for course purposes 
only. Information held by The Australian Bar Association will be collected, stored,  used and disclosed in accordance with the Privacy 
Act  1988 (Cth) (the Act). The Australian Bar Association is committed to uphold the National Privacy Principles contained in the Act. 
The course is GST inclusive. 

 
AUSTRALIAN BAR ASSOCIATION INC. ABN 12 205 148 843 - GROUND FLOOR, INNS OF COURT, 107 NORTH QUAY, BRISBANE 4000 

 

       Return completed form and payment to Course Administrator, Kelsey Rissman:   
       Bar Association of Queensland Ground Floor, 107 North Quay, Brisbane Qld 4000 E: kelsey.rissman@qldbar.asn.au T: 07) 3238 5100   
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